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Proposal: Crisis discourses seem increasingly central to contemporary life. Media, literature, and political discourse inform us that our societies face several threatening social crises: Climate change and biodiversity loss, food security, decreasing birth rates and aging populations, and democratic crises. Momentary, urgent and enduring events have become central for much domestic and international policy, but how do we live through extended periods of instability, uncertainty, and turmoil, with no resolution in sight? How can we envision sustainable futures in a time of permanent crisis? Can we birth and raise children who will grow up in a world radically altered by climate change? And how do we think critically in and about times of crisis? These are both mundane and existential questions that point to the everyday aspects of crisis discourse. As crises are felt most keenly along pre-existing lines of inequality it is important to examine the ways in which crises are socially and spatially patterned and the ways that resultant policies are unevenly experienced and navigated. Perspectives from Gender Studies are central to this project of imagining sustainable futures. This panel invites presentations that focus on feminist and Gender Studies perspectives on permacrisis and/or sustainable futures. We encourage both empirical and theoretical driven papers on topics including, but not limited to, environmental futures, reproductive decision-making in times of climate change, reproductive justice, racialised inequality and democracy, and welfare states and populationism. We hope to attract interdisciplinary as well as disciplinary presentations, across the humanities, social sciences, medicine and technology.




